
Swordfish Trade-General

Customs data for June 2000-May 2001

• 39 exporting countries

• 30 ports of entry, >8,000 shipments/yr

• 450-900 shipments/month

• >200 importers

• Average weight of shipments = 1700 kg

• 95% of shipments are fresh swordfish

• Frozen “other” shipments dominate by weight



Swordfish Trade-General

Of fresh swordfish, most shipments are
“other”; whole, logs, eviscerated, etc.

80% shipments are under 2,000 kg

Of these small shipments, 98$ are fresh
swordfish

Large shipments of ~18-20 mt (frozen fillets)
from Singapore



Swordfish Products

From left to right in graph:

• Frozen fillets

• Frozen other

• Frozen steaks

• Fresh other

• Fresh steaks

Annual Totals by Product Number
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Number of Swordfish Shipments
per Month

830 Jun-00
903 Jul-00
855 Aug-00
657 Sep-00
592 Oct-00
474 Nov-00
549 Dec-00
546 Jan-01
592 Feb-01
753 Mar-01
793 Apr-01
456 May-01



Monthly Totals by Product
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Product Type and Quantity by Month
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Top Ten Swordfish Ports (by Value)

Los 
Angeles

Miami Intl
JFK Airport

San Diego-
Otay Mesa 

Station

LAX

Newark

Top Ten Ports by Quantity

Los 
Angeles

Miami Intl
JFK

Otay Mesa

LAX

Calais

Newark



TOP TEN PORTS BY VALUE
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Value and Quantity by Country
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Compliance with
Swordfish COE Program

• Over 50 dealers importing swordfish without
permits-NMFS has contacted all dealers to
facilitate permitting

• Dealers report that Atlantic swordfish are not
being imported through Pacific Coast ports of
entry

• Atlantic swordfish imported to East Coast are not
transshipped to a West Coast port of entry


